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Press release 
Warsaw, 22.11.2011

BREEAM certificate for Europa Centralna in Gliwice!

Europa Centralna scheme has been awarded a BREEAM ecological certificate. BREEAM is the British system of buildings assessment (BRE Environmental Assessment Method), and  was established in 1990 by the Building Research Establishment (BRE). The method of measuring the impact of construction on the environment, sets the standard for best practice in sustainable building design. The certification process requires a licensed BREEAM assessor. The BREEAM audit of Europa Centralna was executed by the Grontmij company. So far in Poland, only a few facilities have been certified with a BREEAM certificate. Europa Centralna shopping centre has joined this honourable group, achieving a "good" rating at the design stage. ‘This is a very good result.’ says Hans van den Sanden, BREEAM International assessor. ‘The rating GOOD is difficult to achieve for shopping centres. It requires a lot of attention from the developer and designers to many details in the project, such as the specification of submeters, of very energy-efficient lifts and escalators, of low water-use appliances, of materials with low environmental impact, and so on. It requires detailed specifications in the agreement with the building contractor and in the lease agreements with tenants. It needs attention to the quality and safety of the building surroundings.’ 

Upon completion of construction, Europa Centralna shopping centre will seek the BREEAM  “In Use” certification for completed buildings. The investment will be assessed for nine aspects related to energy and water use, the internal environment (health and well-being), pollution, transport, materials, waste, ecology and management processes.
Europa Centralna is Helical Poland’s largest project so far. With a total net area of 67,000 m2 in the first phase, the scheme will become a real regional shopping centre and one of the biggest in Poland. 

The fantastic location, at the national A1 and A4 motorways intersection, makes Europa Centralna easily accessible from hitherto unheard of distances for retail schemes in Poland. The catchment will exceed 4.9 million customers within an hour’s drive.
The innovative design of the Centre combines the concept of a high quality  mall and category killer retail park. The construction program of Europa Centralna will take approximately 13 months. The General Contractor for Europa Centralna is Polimex-Mostostal. The cost of the overall investment is in excess of 150 million Euros.
The scheme is almost 70% pre-let and key tenants include brands such as: Castorama, Tesco Extra, Jula, Media Expert, RTVEuroAGD, Smyk, H&M, Reserved, KappAhl, Cubus, Lindex, Empik, CCC, Kakadu and Super-Pharm.

The scheme is being commercialized by Helical Poland’s leasing team working in conjunction with Jones Lang LaSalle 

Note to Editors:
Helical Poland is subsidiary company of Helical Bar plc and was established in 2005. Helical Bar plc is a UK based property development and investment company listed on the London Stock Exchange. To take advantage of the growth potential of the Central European markets, Helical Bar opened its first overseas office in Warsaw, Poland. Specializing in retail parks and shopping centre development, Helical Poland completed its first project in Wroclaw – Park Handlowy Młyn  in December 2008; a second project, Turawa Park, a 40,000 m2 scheme financed by Standard Life Investments opened in April 2011.
	www.helicalpoland.pl

	Helical Poland Sp. z o.o.
ul. Wspólna 35/9

00-519 Warszawa


	More information:

Anna Krylowicz

Tel. 669 001 433

ak@helicalpoland.pl
	Leasing:

Dorota Beltrani

Tel. 601 241 388

db@helicalpoland.pl




